Good evening Councillors, Parish Clerk and Residents,
Happy New Year to you all!

Peter and Keith are sorry they cannot be with you this evening. Peter is attending a Budget
Scrutiny meeting in the Civic offices and Keith has a long-standing personal commitment. Had
one or both of us been at the meeting we would have reported:

1) Milton Keynes City Council (MKCC) are consulting about the proposed changes to the
ward boundaries from May 2026. There will be 20 wards in Milton Keynes, one more than
currently. The current proposalis for Olney Ward to “lose” Moulsoe, but “gain” Stoke
Goldington and Gayhurst. The consultation is open until mid-February.

2) As noted, Peter is attending a Budget Scrutiny meeting this evening. Members of the
public and/or representative bodies, such as parish councils, have until the end of
January to make comments about the MNKCC draft Budget for 2025-26.

3) ADelegated Decision to increase the parking charges in Central Milton Keynes was
taken in late 2024. The Labour Cabinet member approved the increase in charges, but
Peter and Keith requested that the increase be taken to the Environment and Place
Scrutiny Sub-Committee. Unfortunately, despite protestations by Peter and Keith, the
Sub-Committee endorsed the Cabinet member’s decision, so prices rise from April 1%,

4) Perhaps the most controversial proposal on the table is the closure of the Newport
Pagnell Household Waste Recycling Centre, the Tip, along with the two other current tips
at Bleak Hall and New Bradwell. These tips will be replaced by two “Super Tips”, one
located at Old Wolverton and the other in Snelshall, near the western boundary of the
Borough. As you would expect Keith and Peter have objected strongly to this proposal as
it willimpact all the residents in Olney Ward by increased journey times to and from one
of the new super tips. Again, this proposal is being decided as a Delegated Decision, the
meeting will have taken place earlier this evening. We expect the Labour cabinet
member to approve the proposal, but we are awre that other parties will challenge the
decision and that it will be referred to the Environment and Place Scrutiny Sub-
Committee. Again, an update will be provided next month.

5) Another proposalis to charge £55 per annum for households that want more than one
green bin emptied; a maximum of two additional bins will be allowed per property. This
does appear to be another proposal that adversely affects Olney Ward as it is
recognised that this ward has the largest number of homes with more than on green bin.
An update will be provided at the February PC meeting.

6) Finally, Peter and Keith have written to all parish councils in the Ward inviting
applications for contributions to community projects where some of their 2 x £1,000
ward councillor budgets could be allocated. Grants can be given to organisations within
the ward not just parish councils. Please make any requests for support to Keith

clean@milton-keynes.gov.uk) by Friday February 14" 2025.
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