Sherington Village Flood Report October 2024

Prepared by S. Kennedy for Sherington Parish Council

In late September 2024 following intensive rainfall the village experience a lot of instances of surface water on the
road. No properties are known to have been affected — but road users were inconvenienced for a number of days.

This report covers recent observations in and around the village and makes recommendations for repairs and
reinforces the need for regular effective maintenance.

Context - Background
Following a major flood event in December 2020 , the Village shared a report with Milton Keynes Council (MKC) highlighting issues with
maintenance of ditches, culverts, road grips, drains and with drainage flow off fields to the High Street.

In November 2021 MKC undertook a major improvement along High Street — siding out, clearing drains, ditches and culverts and cutting back a
lot of overgrowing vegetation.

Follow Up The Parish Council was encouraged by MKC to establish a Flood Action community group.
Landowners were reminded of their Riparian responsibilities (keeping ditches and culverts clear).
A number of further improvements have made across the village since November 2021 — (see SPC website**)

USEFUL REFERENCE MATERIAL

**FLOOD MANAGEMENT - SHERINGTON https://www.sherington-pc.gov.uk/index.php/2023/02/12/flood-management-sherington/
FLOOD MANAGEMENT - GENERAL https://www.sherington-pc.gov.uk/index.php/2023/02/11/flood-management-general/




Sherington Flood Report: October 2024

The Flood Report:-
« covers 21 September to 3 October 2024 with main issues from 22 to 24 September;

« aims to record the flood detail and outline actions to prevent recurrence of water on the roads;

 to be shared with Sherington Parish Council (SPC) and Milton Keynes City Council (MKCC) to
prepare a Countermeasure Plan with Actions and Timeline.

* Covers:
1. Record of the Flood
2. Riparian Responsibilities to be followed up [MKCC / SPC with Riparian Landowners]
3. Flood Water across the road (>50mm deep) [MKCC]
4. Sources of Flood Water onto the Road [MKCC / SPC / Riparian Landowners]
5. Smaller Issues to be resolved [SPC to maintain through Caretaker]
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FLOOD WATER ACROSS THE ROAD (>50mm deep) SOURCES OF WATER FLOODING ONTO THE ROAD Smaller Issues that should be solved to
A Gun Lane - Blocked Drains 1 Broken pipe / Blocked Culvert get water off the road
B Bedford Road — Overflowing Ditches / Blocked Drains 2 Blocked Ditch a Blocked Grip

3 Blocked Ditch b Blocked Drain

4 Blocked Culvert c Blocked Drain

5 Water coming out of Road Drain d Blocked Drain

6 Run Off water not entering Ditch e Blocked Drain

7 Blocked Ditches f Blocked Ditch

8 “Spring” breaks through road surface g Blocked Drain

9 Blocked Ditches h Blocked Ditch and Drain
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2. Riparian Responsibilities to be followed up

.

1. Restore operational Culvert (High Street)
2. Clear and restore Ditch (High Street)

3. Rework the Ditch (High Street)
(join to upgraded ditch in the next field)

4. Restore operational Culvert (High Street)

5. Rework track to take runoff to the existing Ditch
(Gun Lane)

6. Clear vegetation from the Ditch (Church Road)

7. Clear vegetation from the Ditch (Bedford Road)
[COMPLETED]
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3. Flood Water across the road (>50mm depth)

(A) Gun Lane - Blocked Drains
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(B) Bedford Road — Overflowing Ditches / Blocked Drains

® No Photo




Sherington Flood Report: October 2024
4. Sources of Flood Water onto the Road

1 Broken pipe / Blocked Culvert (High Street)

2 Blocked Ditch (High Street)

3 Blocked Ditch (High Street)

4 Blocked Culvert (High Street)

5 Water coming out of Road Drain( Bakers View)

6 Run Off water not entering Ditch (Gun Lane)

7 Blocked Ditches Church Road)

8 “Spring” breaks through road surface (Crofts End)

9 Blocked Ditches (Bedford Road)
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4. Sources of Flood Water onto the Road

(@ Broken pipe / Blocked Culvert
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4. Sources of Flood Water onto the Road

( Broken pipe / Blocked Culvert (High Street)

/Thelpful.descended. pocketed

What should happen
Water leaving the field ditch on the right should enter a pipe and go
under a culvert into a drain

What actually happened

The water bypassed the pipe and entered onto the road

Some crossed the road

Some went down the Hill and re-entered the ditch beyond the culvert

Why
The pipe is damaged; the culvert is not working, the pipe is broken and
the culvert pipe exit is not designed properly

Suggested Remedial Action (Riparian Responsibility)

The culvert at the field entrance needs to be rebuilt to MK Highways
Standard

The ditch running down the Hill needs to be cleared / restored
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4. Sources of Flood Water onto the Road

@ Blocked Ditch (High Street)

Water drains off the field via the output pipe (2), (not easy to see)
travelling past the base of the tree into the ditch.

The ditch is not functioning well, the water backs up and
overflows onto the road directly in front of the base of the tree.

This water merges with water from the pipe discharge at location
(3) and round the corner into the drain (if the drain is clear).

Suggested Remedial Action (Riparian Responsibility)
Restore the ditch / remake the ditch to keep the water off the road

Connect the reworked ditch to the newly reworked dItCh in the
next field & A S .
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4. Sources of Flood Water onto the Road

® Blocked Ditch (High Street) This outlet is one of the main causes of water on the road.
el - Water discharged in high quantity from pipe into the ditch (3)

The ditch is blocked upsteam, water builds overflowing the verge onto the road

The water travels along the road.

If the next drain is open / clear the water is taken into the ditch.

The water continues along the road to the drain opposite Gun Lane when the
drain is blocked or the flow is excessive

Suggested Remedial Action (Riparian responsibility)
Restore / remake the ditch to keep the water off the road

Connect the pipe outlet / ditch to the newly reworked ditch
in the next field



4. Sources of Flood Water onto the Road

® Blocked Ditch (High Street)

Sherington Flood Report: October 2024

Pipe discharge at (3) overflows from ditch at (F).

Water discharged from (1) crosses the road
merging with the discharges from (2) and (3).

Scale of flow is wider than Cycle path at (G) on
the blind corner as you leave the Village and
start up Alban Hill (50mph section)

The drain along the next section near (G) was
blocked and water travelled on the road to the
Field Entrance opposite Gun Lane (H) — parallel
to the substantial ditch by the hedge.

(not safe for cyclists or pedestrians).

Suggested Remedial Action (MKCC)
Ensure that the Road Drain is clear and can take
the flow off the road into the substantial ditch.
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4. Sources of Flood Water onto the Road

@ Blocked Culvert

As the drain near (G) was blocked the water was not
taken off the road into the ditch so continued to the next
gated entrance (4a).

There was some field runoff at (4a) which joined the
water on the road.

The culvert is working at this entrance (4a), the water
on the road can enter the next ditch (4b) using a grip
BUT the ditch was full because the next culvert (4c) is
BLOCKED.

Suggested Remedial Action
(Riparian Responsibility)
Ensure that the Culvert at (4c) is cleared.

Ensure that the next ditch can take the additional flow.



4. Sources of Flood Water onto the Road

@ Blocked Culvert (High Street)

Sherington Flood Report: October 2024

The water from the field and the ditch is
blocked at the Culvert and entered the
road joining the waters that have
travelled from Alban Hill.

The flow makes the highway unsafe for
cyclists and pedestrians.

The water passes a blocked drain at (J)



4. Sources of Flood Water onto the Road

@ Blocked Culvert (High Street)

Sherington Flood Report: October 2024

The water continues onto High Street and
bypasses a partially blocked drain at (K) making
the highway unsafe for cyclists and pedestrians.

The water passes a partially blocked drain at (M)
and is finally taken off the road at the grip at (N).
This grip has been recut recently and can easily
cope with the flow.



4. Sources of Flood Water onto the Road

® Water coming out of Road Drain (Bakers View)

and managing the run off
the new builds at the
Grange
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Water was flowing from a road drain and travelling
down the High Street to the next road drain.

This is the first time we have noted / recorded
this issue.

Suggested Remedial Action
Drain to be investigated by MKCC
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4. Sources of Flood Water onto the Road

® Runoff water not entering Ditch (High Street)

The Runoff water should enter the Ditch and flow under the
road into the large ditch that takes the water to High Street
(blue lines).

Runoff water travelled along the track and onto the road and
flooded the road as the drains were blocked.

Suggested Remedial Action

Suggest that the track surface be modified to ensure the
runoff water is transferred into the ditch rather than entering
the road by the track




4. Sources of Flood Water onto the Road

Sherington Flood Report: October 2024

The grille on the Open
Ditch at (V) was blocked
The water backed up and
flooded onto the road.

The backpressure caused
a manhole cover to lift in
the park and the
children’s play area
became flooded.

On Monday 22"4 morning
a number of Volunteers
worked to clear the grill
and the ditch, restore and
secure the manhole cover
at the park.
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4. Sources of Flood Water onto the Road

“Spring” breaks through road surface (Crofts End) RPN G E GO PEt ey

The latest “breach”/Pothole A patchwork of repairs The drain is blocked at Y’

There is a history of underground water ‘breaking through’ the road surface during
after heavy rainfall. Pothole patch can be seen all over this section of road.

This may require a major project to trace the water and pipe it, connecting to the
Crofts End drainage infrastructure.

Suggested Remedial Action

MKCC / SPC to investigate best course of long-term effective repair.

Note: - The Pothole at X was patched in late October
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4. Sources of Flood Water onto the Road

® Blocked Ditches (Bedford Road)

No Photo

This location was Flooded
across the road >50mm water
on the evening of Sunday 21st,

After that date the ditches were
cleared (see 15t October photo)
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5. Smaller Issues to be resolved to get water off the road

a Blocked Grip (High Street)

b Blocked Drain (High Street)
c Blocked Drain (High Street)
d Blocked Drain (High Street)
e Blocked Drain (Gun Lane)

f Blocked Ditch (Church Road)
g Blocked Drain (Crofts End)

h Blocked Ditch and Drain (Bedford Road)
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5. Smaller Issues to be resolved to get water off the road

@ High Street

There is a GRIP that was blocked by
vegetation

A temporary opening was made on
Thursday 26/09

This resulted in most of the water being
taken off the road into the ditch

Recommendation
That this Grip is cleared properly .
>>300mm width opening
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5. Smaller Issues to be resolved to get water off the road

® High Street

There is a DRAIN set back from the road that
was blocked by mud and silt

A temporary opening was made on Thursday 26
Septrmber

This resulted in most of the water being taken off
the road into the ditch

Recommendation
That this Drain is cleared properly.
By clearing the access and rod the Drain
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5. Smaller Issues to be resolved to get water off the road

© High Street

There is a DRAIN that was full

It was not possible to clear the drain for a
temporary fix.

Recommendation
That this Drain is cleared properly.
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5. Smaller Issues to be resolved to get water off the road

@ High Street %

There is a DRAIN set back from the road that was blocked by
mud and silt

A temporary opening was made on Thursday 26/09

This resulted in most of the water being taken off the road into
the drain

BUT It was blocked again on Monday 30t

Recommendation
That this Drain is cleared properly .

Clear the upstream vegetation (mainly windfall apples)
Rod the Drain



5. Smaller Issues to be resolved to get water off the road

® Gun Lane

Photo shows after
one of the drains
was ‘unblocked’

Sherington Flood Report: October 2024

This 2" drain has been
covered over
— need to dig out /
reopen
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5. Smaller Issues to be resolved to get water off the road

@® Church Road

There is a DITCH set back from the road that was
blocked vegetation.
It caused a back up that forced open a manhole at
the Village Hall park

A temporary action was made on Thursday 26/09
to clear the ditch at the grid (shown)

This resulted in most of the water being taken off
the road
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5. Smaller Issues to be resolved to get water off the road

® Crofts End

These photos are a before
If the drain is unblocked the water ‘ ftrten 'nJLQZA'
does not flow down the street

— it is taken off the road at this Drain

)

This location needs monitoring
and regular cleaning
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5. Smaller Issues to be resolved to get water off the road

® Bedford Road




Sherington Flood Report: October 2024

Appendix - 1

Improvements put in place before September 2024
The adjacent map is the High Street off the A509 at Alban Hill

1) Siding Out of Alban Hill — increased road width on both sides
[MKC]

2) New Ditch — New ditch in in the field shown
[Riparian Landowner],

3) Grips — Grips along High Street were dug out / refreshed
[MKC]

Comment

The most effective improvement was the Grip at (A) which during the
peak flow had the capacity to take all the water off the left side of the
High Street.
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Appendix -2

Summary of Suggested Remedial Actions [DRAFT]

to be shared with Sherington Parish Council (SPC) and Milton
Keynes City Council (MKCC) to prepare a Countermeasure Plan
with Actions and Timeline.
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FLOOD WATER ACROSS THE ROAD (>50mm deep)
A Gun Lane - Blocked Drains
B Bedford Road - Overflowing Ditches / Blocked Drains

SOURCES OF WATER FLOODING ONTO THE ROAD
1 Broken pipe / Blocked Culvert

2 Blocked Ditch

3 Blocked Ditch

4 Blocked Culvert

5 Water coming out of Road Drain

6 Run Off water not entering Ditch

7 Blocked Ditches

8 “Spring” breaks through road surface

9 Blocked Ditches

Smaller Issues that should be solved to get water off the road
a Blocked Grip

b Blocked Drain

c Blocked Drain

d Blocked Drain

e Blocked Drain

f Blocked Ditch

g Blocked Drain

h Blocked Ditch and Drain
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Summary of Suggested Remedial Actions (1 of 3)

4 (1) Broken pipe / Blocked Culvert (High Street)

Riparian Landowner to

1. Repair broken pipe at field entrance.

2. Repair culvert at the field entrance needs to be rebuilt to MK Highways Standard.
3. Clear adjacent ditch.

4 (2) Blocked Ditch (High Street)

Riparian Landowner to

1. Restore the ditch / remake the ditch to keep the water off the road.

2. Connect the reworked ditch to the newly reworked ditch in the next field.

4 (3) Blocked Ditch (High Street)

Riparian Landowner to

1. Restore the ditch / remake the ditch to keep the water off the road.

2. Connect the reworked ditch to the newly reworked ditch in the next field.
MKCC to ensure Road Drain is clear and can take the flow off the road.

4 (4) Blocked Culvert (High Street)
Riparian Landowner to ensure

1. the Culvert at (4c) is cleared.

2. the next ditch can take the additional flow.
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Summary of Suggested Remedial Actions (2 of 3)

4 (5) Water coming out of road drain (Bakers View)
MKCC to investigate operation of drain and issue improvement notice to landowner.

4 (6) Runoff water not entering Ditch (High Street)
Riparian Landowner to
ensure the runoff water is transferred into the ditch rather than entering the road by the track.

4 (7) Blocked ditches (Church Road)
MKCC / SPC to investigate responsibility of clearing ditches adjacent to properties in Church Road and,
where applicable, instigate action.

4 (8) Spring” breaks through road surface (Crofts End)
MKCC / SPC to investigate best course of long-term effective repair.

5 (a) High Street —road grip blocked by vegetation
MKCC / SPC to agree responsibility of maintaining road side grips and remake / repair grips.

5(b), (c) & (d) High Street —road grip blocked by vegetation
MKCC to clear drain and review periodicity of maintaining road drains.
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Summary of Suggested Remedial Actions (3 of 3)

5 (e) Gun lane blocked drain
MKCC to clear drain and review periodicity of maintaining road drains.

5 (f) Church Road — as Blocked ditches
MKCC / SPC to investigate responsibility of clearing ditches adjacent to domestic properties principally
in Church Road and, where applicable, instigate action.

5 (g) Crofts End
MKCC to clear road drain

5 (h) Bedford Road Ditch maintenance
SPC to monitor ditch clearance and where appropriate notify Riparian Landowner.
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