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Sherington Parish Council, 

Tuesday 13th December 2022 - MINUTES 

Attendees: Councillors Palmer, Nokes, Shires, Short, Pearce, Kitchingham : Ward Councillor Hoskins 

                    Responsible Financial Officer, Interim Clerk, Caretaker & 12 members of the public (MoP) 

 

1. 1.1 RECEIVE AND ACCEPT APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE      Ward Councillor McLean ; PSO Huckle. 

1.2 RECEIVE ANY DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST           Councillor Shires relating to Recreation Ground issues. 

1.3 APPROVE MINUTES FROM LAST MEETING               Minutes approved and signed off by Chair. 

 

2. 2.1 CHAIRMANS REPORT – Chair made an Apology for the room temperature at the start of the meeting.   

     Chair Reminded the Members of the Public that comment from the floor is not  

                                                        permitted until the Receive Public Comment towards the end of the meeting. 

. 

2.2 CLERKS REPORT   Including ACTIONS ARISING FROM THE MINUTES              Clerk 

Completed Agendas and Minutes now posted on Noticeboards around the village.                       Clerk 

                       Carters Close Noticeboard reinstated.                                                                          Volunteers 

            New Dog Bin on order for new Houses East of High Street.                                        Caretaker 

            In Progress Community Orchard – request for ideas/ volunteers – deferred to 2023 meeting.        Action:Cllr Pearce 

 Tree overhanging Highway at Church Road/School Lane -reported to MKCC.             Action: Clerk 

            Hedge on High Street -Frontage of New Estate (left side as you leave Village).          Action: Cllr Shires 

  Bank Mandate – adjustments to reflect new responsibilities – Approved.                    Action: RFO   

            Other items will be reported later in this meeting  

Pavilion Management; Carters Green Trees; Stonepits Copse; Speedwatch; Planning; Warm Spaces. 

 

2.3 ASSET MANAGEMENT– Pavilion         Chair 

 The SCAN advert has changed the booking to the Clerks e-mail address (simplification). 

            There have been some issues with the Opening/Closing and Heating in the past 2 weeks. 

            A meeting will be arranged by the Chair /Vice Chair with the Pavilion Caretaker and the  

            Clerk to reinforce the Pavilion for 2023.                                                                                   Action: Chair 

            The Clerk will contact the Heating Installers to follow up current (cold weather) issue.           Action: Clerk 

 

2.4 CARETAKERS REPORT                                                Caretaker 

             The caretaker reported on a number of issues to be prioritised (written report available). 

                  Litter Bins – Propose removing the Green Litter Bin from Gun Lane.  

                                      And relocating to the new estate East of High Street.                                    Action: Caretaker                            

                                      Propose to convert two little used concrete bins to Planters. 

                                                 (at school, at Carters Close/park entrance).                                                   Action: Caretaker 

                   The Mound  - Litter clearance – who is responsible MKCC or SPC?                                Action: Clerk->MKCC 

                                          Problems with Fly-Tipping  - and waste drifting down Bedford Road.                

    Pavilion Areas-  Caretakers Shed is in a poor state inside –  

                                        Jeff will make a clear-out in January.  

                                        Including returning the Stonepits Copse signpost to the High Street.          Action: Caretaker 
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                                       Road Surface in front of the Garages - 

                                        This is becoming potholed and should be repaired -  this part of the lane  

                                        is the responsibility of MKCC Housing Department.                                     Action: Clerk -> MKCC 

                                        Internal Wood Barrier – propose to relocate to make clear separation for   

                                        Football Teams – reducing the cleaning requirement in public areas.         Action: Caretaker 

 

        Gun Lane Drainage – to be revisited in 2023 – with MKCC.                                             Action: Caretaker 

                   Benches – The 2 Art Project benches need revarnishing in Spring.                                Action: Caretaker 

 

3. PROJECT GROUP UPDATES   

.1 BIODIVERSITY – Stonepits Copse Autumn Tidy Up /Planting      Chair 

     The Chair reported that 10 volunteers had joined the Tidy Up and Planting activity.  

     He expressed thanks to Mr Keene and the Volunteers. 

  The 10 Trees planted as part of the Queens Jubilee Green Canopy are thriving. 

     

.2 WARM SPACES Project – DEC /JAN/ FEB          Councillor Pearce   

      Councillor Pearce reported on the activity.  

      5 events planned at the Pavilion in December – Tuesday Pop-Up Café and Friday with Hot Food.  

   Attendance at the first 3 events has been very low (and some problems with the heating on 13th). 

      We would like to see a bigger turnout at 16th and 20th. 

       A by-invitation event where neighbours were invited to attend the School Nativity rehearsal 

       at the church followed by Tea/Coffee and Mince Pies was a success with approx 16 guests.  

  

      We are looking for additional ideas for January          Action: Cllr Pearce   

From Public Comments :- Warm Spaces => maybe rebrand as “Pop Up Café” or “Community Event”  

                       Run a Quiz : Move to earlier in the Day e.g. 12pm start                                                 

                    

.3 HIGHWAYS –  Community Speed watch set-up – request for volunteers.     Councillor Short 

              Councillor Short  explained his intention to make contact with North Crawley team.  

              Cllr. Kitchingham will support this activity – to discuss sharing equipment and data.  

              Cllr. Short is looking for volunteers to work with the data collection.  

              He has spoken with the Community Speed Officer and has data on approaches and signage. 

              Cllr. Short  is also investigating the costs of “smiley face” speed signs – We are one of the largest  

              villages locally without such signs.         Action: Cllr Short  

 

.4 LANDSCAPING – Carters Green trees update, Landscaping Contract Review               Chair 

The Clerk explained the status :- 

             At November meeting it was agreed to proceed with Stage 1 the removal of 4 oaks and follow  

             up with Stage 2 removal of a number of other trees and some judicious lopping. 

             The Residents of Carters expressed concern with this and asked to be consulted before any cutting. 

 

            A Consultation has been completed and the Residents proposal has been sent to MKCC for the 

            input / advice / feedback of the landscaping experts. This is overdue – now expected before Christmas.     Action: Clerk/MKCC 

 When the MKCC feedback has been collected the residents of Carters will be brought up to date and then  

           meet with SPC to get agreement on the direction – trees for removal and lopping.                                         Action: SPC 
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4  FINANCE 

                      4.1  REVIEW MONTHLY BALANCES                 Chair/RFO 

    Current Account    £17861 

Savings Account   £  4304 

4.2 APPROVE INVOICES FOR PAYMENT      Chair/RFO 

              Approved at the Meeting  
 

5   PLANNING APPLICATIONS           Councillor Pearce 

NEW :  Hazelmead Farm High Street To A509      Ref. No: 22/02934/PRIOR | Validated: Thu 24 Nov 2022 | Status: Registered 

             Prior notification for the erection of two feed/equipment buildings for agricultural use  

Cllr Shires declared an interest and withdrew from the discussion. 

The discussion centred on the Size of the Barns and on the Location (the proximity to properties on the New Estate). 

It was agreed to study in more detail before deciding on how to respond to MKCC Planning Team.  Action: Cllrs Pearce/Nokes 

 

         Land To The West of 45 High Street     Ref. No: 22/02369/FUL | Validated: Tue 27 Sep 2022 | Status: Registered 

             The erection of a 3-bedroom dwelling with detached plant room/workshop, a detached garage and associated landscaping (resubmission of 

22/01906/FUL)  

             Confirmation that the SPC have resubmitted the concern that was raised at 22/01906/FUL            CONCERN 

 

        24 Gun Lane                               Ref. No: 22/02577/FUL | Validated: Thu 13 Oct 2022 | Status: Registered 

     The erection of a steel frame agricultural barn for storage and for maintenance of machinery (resubmission of  22/01341/FUL)  

             It was noted that since the last SPC this Application has received a concern from a consultant acting for a neighbour. 

             SPC position is unchanged -                                                                                                               OK  
 

• CONSIDER CORRESPONDENCE AND NEW CONSULTATIONS      No Topic raised . 

 

• EXTERNAL MEETINGS           Cllr Nokes and the Interim Clerk attended the Parish Forum on 8th Dec  

                                                  Main Topics -    will be circulated to all Councillors on 14th                       Action: Clerk 

 

• COUNCILLORS ITEMS            Cllr Shires raised a concern with the lack of Gritting on the road to the Church  

                                                         It was not safe for funeral goers on 13th                                            Action: Cllr. Shires/MKCC 

 

• RECEIVE WARD COUNCILLORS REPORT   -  Actions specific to Sherington 

                 Extreme Weather Issues have meant 1 day offset waste collection and cancellation of Green Waste collection  

                 A509 Closure in Olney was extended from 2 to 5 days due to finding a sinkhole during the construction  

                 

     WC’s may be able to help SPC with the Overhanging Tree and the Perry Lane Garage Road Surface  

                 If no response from direct contact with MKCC                                                                                       Action: WC’s 

 

       Regarding the Introduction of Wheelie Bins in Sept 2023 and the impact on management of the Public Bins 

                  - WC Hoskins suggested SPC should contact MKCC directly (Nicholas Hannon) 

 

• RECEIVE PCSO REPORT  (Written)   

              PCSO Huckle had submitted a written report -which the Clerk read at the meeting. 

  This months Crime Reduction Advice is – Christmas Crime Prevention Message  

                      Shopping Safely: Parking: Top Tips for Protecting Your Property at Christmas  

  This report will be posted on Sherington Parish Council Facebook and Sherington Noticeboard Action: Clerk 

 

 

https://publicaccess2.milton-keynes.gov.uk/online-applications/applicationDetails.do?keyVal=RLUSTQKW0KP00&activeTab=summary
https://publicaccess2.milton-keynes.gov.uk/online-applications/applicationDetails.do?keyVal=RII80DKWJNH00&activeTab=summary
https://publicaccess2.milton-keynes.gov.uk/online-applications/applicationDetails.do?keyVal=RII80DKWJNH00&activeTab=summary
https://publicaccess2.milton-keynes.gov.uk/online-applications/applicationDetails.do?keyVal=RJP1MDKWKAO00&activeTab=summary
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• RECEIVE PUBLIC COMMENT 

 

24 Gun Lane – MoP asked Cllr Shires for clarification on some points he had made in the earlier discussion on the Planning. 

 

S106 Money – MoP [Ian Hindler former Chair of SPC] explained that an amount of S106 funding remains available to the Village.  

                       There are 3 specific Budget areas where funds are available  ; Voluntary Sector; Inward Investment: Public Art. 

                        Ian volunteered to work in a Sub Committee with the Clerk to draw down the funds for specific projects. 

                        This was agreed in principle for the Voluntary Sector; Inward Investment items.             Action: Clerk/Ian Hindler 

  

          The Public Art project needs further consideration by SPC.                                                  Action: SPC 

           

Warm Spaces- MoP discussion key points have been added in the Minutes at item 3.2  

 

Christmas Tree on The Knoll – The Chair extended Thanks to Tony Pilcher for the Tree on the Knoll  

                                                  MoP showed appreciation in a round of applause 

 

Carters Green Trees – MoP sought clarification that Carters Green Residents would be given an update  

                                     before any trees are cut. This is the intention – please see the expanded Minute 3.4 

 

Perry Lane Noticeboard – MoP made a strong proposal/justification for a Noticeboard at Perry Lane.  

                                          In the style of the existing boards at the Knoll School and Carters.    

                                          A board at the New Estate could also be considered.                                      Action: Chair/ Clerk 

 

 

Christmas Greetings 

  The Chair , the Ward Councillor and the PCSO all extended their warmest Christmas Greetings to the Parish  

                                               Have a Great Christmas and Happy New Year  

 

 

 

              

• DATE OF NEXT MEETING – 10th January 2023  

 

 


