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Police Report – Sherington – February 2022
Crime Report / Incidents from 6th January – 7th February 2022

4 crimes reported in Sherington during the period 06/01/22 to 07/02/22 1 x ASB, 1 x Missing Person, 
1 x Assault with injury and 1 x Assault without injury

I arranged a drop in and Have Your Say meeting on the 30th January between 12:30 – 13:30 in the layby 
outside Sherington C of E School. I will be doing this every two months, this is your opportunity to come 
and meet me and have a chat about any issues or concerns you may have, THE NEXT MEETING will be 
on Friday 25th March 2022 between 14:30-15:30 outside the village shop.

This Month’s Crime Reduction Advice is …. Romance Scams 

There are many types of fraud and the action fraud website https://www.actionfraud.police.uk/ and our own 
Thames Valley Police website https://www.thamesvalley.police.uk/advice/advice-and-information/fa/fraud/ 

Both these websites have some very good and practical advice on how not to become a victim of a fraud / 
scam and how to report a fraud, if you have think you become a victim of a scam. 

February 14th is Valentine’s Day and I thought I would mention romance scams, these are frauds that 
involve people being duped into sending money to criminals who go to great lengths to gain their trust and 
convince them that they are in a genuine relationship.

What it is

Romance scams involve people being duped into sending money to criminals who go to great lengths to 
gain their trust and convince them that they are in a genuine relationship. They use language to 
manipulate, persuade and exploit so that requests for money do not raise alarm bells. These requests 
might be highly emotive, such as criminals claiming they need money for emergency medical care, or to 
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pay for transport costs to visit the victim if they are overseas. Scammers will often build a relationship with 
their victims over time.

Signs your friend or family member may be involved in a romance scam:

They may be very secretive about their relationship or provide excuses for why their online partner has not 
video called or met them in person. They might become hostile or angry, and withdraw from conversation 
when you ask any questions about their partner

They may express very strong emotions and commitment to someone they have only just met

They have sent, or are planning to send, money to someone they have not met face-to-face. They may 
take out loans or withdraw from their pension to send money.

How users can stay safe from romance scams:

Be suspicious of any requests for money from someone you have never met in person, particularly if you 
have only recently met online.

Speak to your family or friends to get advice.

Profile photos may not be genuine, do your research first. Performing a reverse image search on a search 
engine can find photos that have been taken from somewhere, or someone, else.

It is important that no matter how long you’ve been speaking to someone online and how much you think 
you trust them, if you have not met them in person it’s important that you do not:

 Send them any money
 Allow them access to your bank account
 Transfer money on their behalf
 Take a loan out for them
 Provide copies of your personal documents such as passports or driving licenses
 Invest your own money on their behalf or on their advice
 Purchase and send the codes on gift cards from Amazon or iTunes
 Agree to receive and/or send parcels on their behalf (laptops, mobile phones etc.)

How to report it

If you think you have been a victim of a romance scam, do not feel ashamed or embarrassed - you are not 
alone. Contact your bank immediately and report it to Action Fraud on 0300 123 2040 or via 
actionfraud.police.uk

Thames Valley Alert Messaging

Sign up to the free community messaging system Called Thames Valley Alert This site provides an 
invitation for you to participate in the exchange of information with Thames Valley Police, Neighbourhood 
Watch and other community groups. As a registered recipient you will not only benefit from two way 
messaging but may also learn about those in your community subject of anti-social behaviour orders, help 
identify suspected or wanted criminals or learn about community groups, events or meetings in your area 
https://www.thamesvalleyalert.co.uk

Follow us on Twitter: @tvp_mk  Follow us on Facebook: TVP Milton Keynes
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